SHE-CAN SCHOLARS: ALREADY CHANGING NATIONS
“Women are the solution. In case after case in Half the Sky we found examples of
women who created the solution, partly because they understand,
they listen, they are actually more talented than we think,
and they’ve come up with solutions that other people have not.”
Sheryl WuDunn
SHE-DOES Honoree

Co-author of Half the Sky and Tightrope

Community,
In their own unique ways, our scholars are already creating solutions to the problems they face,
pushing communities forward and enabling others to be all they can be.
I know from experience that the hardest part about initiating change is taking the first step, but
once you start, anything is possible. You are about to see how our SHE-CAN scholars are already
changing nations. As you read through our scholars’ projects and careers, know that the steps
they are taking to change the world are fueled by your support.
Please enjoy the following pages encapsulating the initiative, bravery and perseverance of our
change-agent scholars. I can’t wait to see how far they go.
Enjoy!
Barbara Bylenga
Founder and Executive Director
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DIVINNA BOYD • Class of 2025 Cohort

Amplifying awareness of women’s rights in Liberia
As a women’s and girl’s rights advocate, I began hosting my own radio show, “Girls, Let’s Talk”
at age 16. My show addresses cultural issues for women in Liberia. Over the past 5 years, I have
interviewed many experts and government officials, joined campaigns, and marched in protests
in support of women’s rights. By raising my voice against the high rates of violence, teenage
pregnancy, and rape in Liberia, I am living my dream of working towards a safer country
for women.

SINET KROCH • Bucknell University • Class of 2022 • Economics, Women & Gender Studies

Supporting efforts to remove and destroy landmines in Cambodia
I spent two months working as a translator and interpreter in remote Cambodian minefields with
expatriate trainees from the U.S., the UK, and Denmark who were looking for unexploded mines.
My job was translating between international trainees and Cambodian staff at the live minefields,
usually up on the mountains.

RINA NTAGOZERA • Haverford College • Class of 2016 • International Studies

Serving Rwanda’s interests abroad
After graduating I was fortunate to get a job with the Rwandan Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation, working as the personal assistant to the Minister. I have been afforded
opportunities to work with exemplary people, from my colleagues to different stakeholders both
within and outside the country and most especially, incredible leaders who have taught me what
true servant leadership really is.

CHANNTHA SUM • Beloit College • Class of 2024 • Undeclared

Fighting for human rights in Cambodia
While the Cambodian Ministry of Education has a policy that bans political activities in school,
I ran a project regarding freedom of expression in my school. My peers and I got a chance to raise
our concerns about the policy that restricts freedom of expression, and we asked for change
during discussions with representatives from the Ministry of Education and committees of the
Constitution of Cambodia.

JEL LUMA • Class of 2025 Cohort

Empowering Liberian students to become leaders
As a founding member of Partners for Education - Liberia, a non-profit youth organization that
aims to inspire education, leadership and entrepreneurship, I have helped inspire over 3,500
students and teachers in the fields of education and leadership. As we continue to inspire youth,
we remain dedicated to supporting the students who need the most help.
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MALYSE UWASE • Bucknell University • Class of 2013 • Gender Studies, International Relations
• Boston University • Class of 2015 • Master’s of Public Health

Providing East African women with confidential and convenient
access to health products
As the Director of Health and Impact at Kasha, I have been applying my US education to helping
East African women confidentially and conveniently purchase products critical to women’s
needs. The organization’s unique delivery model helps women purchase health and personal
care products without the discomfort of in-person transactions. After several years of working
at Kasha in Kigali, I moved to Nairobi to help Kasha open and run their Kenyan operations.

DARY PHEN • Dartmouth College • Class of 2023 • Undeclared

Empowering students to succeed on Cambodia’s National Exam
Because I received the highest score among all women in the country on the Cambodian
National Exam, I have worked to help other Cambodian high school seniors achieve high scores.
I initiated a project called “Inspire 12” where I led a panel of fellow top scorers to help students
navigate this very important national test. I was also personally invited to share my study
techniques with over 2,000 students from all over Cambodia.

SYTHONG RUN • Syracuse University • Class of 2024 • Undeclared

Protecting Cambodia’s marine reefs
Growing up I wanted to be Ariel from The Little Mermaid. I wanted to swim through the reefs
because I fell in love with the beauty of the underwater world. So I joined a team that studied the
effects of concrete-block conservation devices on Cambodia’s marine reefs, and we were invited
to present our report to Marine Conservation Cambodia. I am now working on publishing our
report so the results can be used to convince authorities to protect the Cambodian ocean.

NICOLE MUGENI • Arizona State University • Class of 2018 • Global Logistics Management,
Supply Chain Management

Empowering Rwanda’s youth and women to gain a livelihood in
the coffee industry
I work for the social enterprise division of Sustainable Harvest. In this position I empower women
who are coffee farmers by helping them better understand how to run a small-scale business
through providing supply chain support. I also help young Rwandans gain job skills by training
them to be baristas in the coffee service industry.

MAKARA POY • Dartmouth College • Class of 2024 • Undeclared

Leading the youth fight for gender and LGBTQ+ equality in Cambodia
I organized three different summits where more than 150 Cambodian students discussed
gender and LGBTQ+ norms, violence, and privileges. I shared my insight about how we should
combat gender-based violence in Cambodia with senior leaders at the U.S. Embassy and on
Facebook Live.
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SOCHEA CHHAY • Class of 2025 Cohort

Amplifying the voices of Cambodian women & youths in the fight
against COVID-19
I started a project called “Covid-19 and Women Vulnerability” to raise awareness of the
disproportionate impact COVID-19 has on women and girls. I brought together youth and
stakeholders from different organizations (such as USAID, Pact Cambodia, and Cambodian
Center for Human Rights) to discuss inequality and women’s skill gaps, as well as the effects
of COVID-19 on women’s economic activities and social wellbeing. I shared my insights via
Cambodian Women’s Radio.

WUTHIKAH PUN • Class of 2025 Cohort

Ending poverty in Cambodia through small-scale entrepreneurship
I executed a project that helped two young widows in Siem Reap start small-scale chicken farms
at home. We empowered these two women to gain financial freedom so that they can support
their families.

MAUREEN KALIMBA ISIMBI • Tufts University • Class of 2020 • Engineering Psychology

Enabling social justice and educational opportunities in Rwanda
I was awarded the Tufts Presidential Award for Civic Life for outstanding service and active
citizenship. During my time there I embraced many opportunities to impact social justice and
grow educational opportunities for others. I mentored Kenyan students about gender inequality
and FGM, I visited Rwandan orphans and children in the Israel/Palestinian territories as a
representative of the Genocide Education through Visions of Peace project, and helped the
University of Rwanda develop networking capabilities for Rwandan students.

RIYA OU • Gettysburg College • Class of 2023 • Undeclared

Promoting civic engagement among marginalized women in
rural Cambodia
I received funding from USAID to organize an information session to raise awareness of
women’s rights and the importance of women’s participation in my community. The session
targeted 30 women in rural Cambodia who were not aware that they can engage in official
community meetings or have the right to report domestic violence in their family. I shared my
experience on Cambodian Women’s Radio.

CHAMNAN SUON • Beloit College • Class of 2022 • Quantitative Economics

Helping Cambodian children access study materials
I raised funds to support children who are from low-income families living on Oudong Mountain,
a poverty ridden area in Cambodia. My team and I used the funds to purchase school supplies.
Without school materials, these children have no incentive to go to school and many are forced
by their parents to become beggars at tourist sites. In total, we provided school packages to
40 students.
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MISHAEL OHANWADI • Class of 2025 Cohort

Increasing access to clean water in Liberia
I led a team of people from my town to install a hand-pump well, eliminating dependence on
unsafe hand-dug wells. To ensure the water source remains clean, my team also explained and
promoted proper garbage disposal practices.

SUDA BUNKHAMMOON • Northwestern University • Class of 2022 • Pre-Medicine

Combatting the devastating effects of deforestation in Cambodia
I organized a tree-planting project in my Cambodian province. I recruited 30 middle-schoolers
to help plant 100+ donated trees. The students adopted the trees they planted and they
continue to water and take care of them. When they graduate they will pass along this duty to
their underclassmen.

SHARON BATAMURIZA • Bennington College • Class of 2016 • Conflict Resolution,
Political Economics, Public Action

Growing businesses in East Africa
I work at Kountable, a trade and technology company that serves East African companies. I
provide support to small and medium size businesses to help them maximize profits and be
competitive in the global market.

ASSUMPTA GASANA • Bucknell University • Class of 2020 • Civil Engineering, French

Empowering Rwandan students to learn and embrace STEM
After realizing the gaps in science education between the U.S. and Rwanda, a fellow Bucknell
Rwandan student and I created Sci-Touche. Sci-Touche is an initiative to raise awareness about
the importance of practical learning while simultaneously encouraging young Rwandans to join
the science field. Our project entailed buying lab equipment and teaching physics classes at the
Kigali National Library.

PISEY KIM • Class of 2025 Cohort

Mobilizing other young Cambodians to take action
I founded a club where I inspired and led others to raise funds to build schools, empowered
students to apply for scholarships, and cleaned up our community market.
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SHENNEL HENRIES • University of San Francisco • Class of 2024 • Undeclared

Increasing public health standards through building latrines in rural Liberia
I started the “Live Safe and Healthy” project to remedy the lack of sanitary latrines in my
hometown in rural Liberia. In less than two months and with only a small team, we constructed
a two-room latrine that is used by over 100 people. I was able to execute my project by raising
funds from relatives and friends, and I continue to educate the community on the importance of
hygiene and sanitation.

VOLEAK PHAN • Beloit College • Class of 2023 • Sociology

Keeping Cambodian communities safe from mining accidents
I worked as an interpreter and then as a Mine Risk Education (MRE) Assistant for The HALO Trust
Cambodia, an international demining organization. I was the communication bridge that allowed
locals and international staff to collaborate towards a mine-free Cambodia. I also worked on a
study designed to help villagers understand mines and prevent accidents from happening.

PHALKUN OUT • Lafayette College • Class of 2020 • Electrical & Computer Science Engineering

Promoting clean energy in Cambodia
I am working at EnergyLab Cambodia to encourage businesses to embrace clean energy
solutions. Through this early start of my career, I have engaged with stakeholders in the energy
sector to provide information about clean energy and promote electric vehicles.

BARBARA WANKOLLIE • Class of 2025 Cohort

Motivating Liberian women to achieve their dreams
My friends and I started “GirlUp,” a club that is sponsored by the United Nations Foundation. Its
goal is to empower girls to reach their full potential through advocacy and health education. As
president of this club, I am motivating young women to do better and achieve more.

SEANG AM • Bucknell University • Class of 2023 • Global Management

Enabling education in Cambodia’s poorest areas
I dedicated one year to volunteering at the Coconut School, a school built from trash. The
founder built the school out of recyclable materials so that children living in a slum community
can study for free. My team and I recruited and helped more than 85 global volunteers come to
Cambodia to teach English at the Coconut School and other schools in rural areas.
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PHIDOR KONG • Beloit College • Class of 2023 • Environmental Studies

Empowering Cambodian communities to fight for environmental
protections
I have been working to help my province’s fishery and forestry communities hold private
companies accountable for their actions. My goal is to enable communities to thrive and for
their natural resources to remain abundant. I have trained nonprofits on sustainability, and these
nonprofits then share this information with other communities.

JANET KWENAH • Lafayette College • Class of 2024 • Undeclared

Promoting the well-being of Liberian youth
I founded a nonprofit called “Think Kids Liberia” that promotes literacy, creativity, health,
and children’s rights for youth. Under our “Oh! The Places You’ll Go” reading program, a
theme we adopted from Dr. Seuss, we have helped over 20 kids learn to read and develop
proper speaking skills.

MEY SROU • University of Portland • Class of 2024 • Undeclared

Supporting low-income families in Cambodia during the
pandemic
I raised funds to help people in slum communities during the COVID-19 outbreak. We provided
daily basic materials such as noodles, soy sauce, fish sauce, rice, oil, salt, and canned fish to help
them during this hard time.

ARIANE IRAFASHA • Beloit College • Class of 2023 • Undeclared

Encouraging young Cambodian mothers to access resources
I founded and led an-all women’s empowerment club named “The Spartans”. We support young
mothers and are characterized by our ability to instill confidence through talking about women’s
and girls’ issues with a focus on raising awareness of available resources. The Spartans gathered
and shared information with young mothers and reminded them that they can be whatever they
want to be, regardless of how society views them.

SAHAS SOK • University of Portland • Class of 2023 • Civil Engineering

Educating rural Cambodian students on the power of STEM projects
I initiated a project called “Yes Student Network.” Today it’s run by 20 volunteer university
students who are passionate about STEM education in Cambodia. We increase STEM resources
by leading high school students through a 2-day STEM program. In one year, we were able to
reach 640 students in five schools throughout rural Cambodia.
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PATIENCE AGASARO UWASE • Bucknell University • Class of 2021 • Economics, French,
Women & Gender Studies

Combatting healthcare inequalities in Rwanda
Most of Rwanda’s COVID-19 cases were in my home district of Kicukiro and when my sisters and
I saw the effects of the virus in our community, we mobilized to fundraise and pay for health
insurance and COVID supplies for 20 disadvantaged families. We also worked with the local
government to raise awareness about the virus and call people to take action to protect the
most vulnerable in our community.

SOKVY VIN • Class of 2025 Cohort

Raising awareness about domestic violence in Cambodia
A few of my classmates and I conducted workshops to inform 30 12th graders about domestic
violence. Before these workshops, none of these students understood what domestic abuse
was, but by the end, they fully understood what it was and the importance of speaking out
against it. To inform an even larger audience we created and posted a Facebook video about the
harmful impact of domestic violence.

SOCHEATA HUOT • Class of 2025 Cohort

Building roads to empower Cambodian students
I helped raise money to build a concrete road to our school through hosting an event at our
pagoda. Through community members and outside sponsors, we were able to raise enough
funds to build a proper and convenient road.

TARLEE DAHN • Babson College • Class of 2024 • Undeclared

Building awareness of women’s rights and gender-based violence
in Liberia
I started a club for high school girls in Liberia where we have regular conversations on issues
affecting them. I have expanded this passion by working on a European Union-sponsored project
focused on helping to end sexual and gender-based violence in Liberia.

CHRISTIANE UMUTONI • Beloit College • Class of 2022 • Computer Science

Enhancing eco-friendly transportation methods in Rwanda
I interned with Ampersand Rwanda, a startup that builds electric motorcycles that are designed
to replace the many gas motorbikes that fill Rwanda’s streets with pollution. The pilot phase I
worked on was successful, and electric motorbikes are sure to be a game-changer in creating a
more environmentally safe and sustainable transportation system in Rwanda.
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