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- Wangari Maathai, Nobel Laureate, Founder of the Greenbelt Movement,
and an inspiration for all SHE-CAN scholars as she is a Kenyan woman
who attended college in the U.S.

The SHE-CAN community is in awe of the persistence
of our Class of 2021. Our 10 graduates have been
fearless in their pursuit of their dreams: each one
chose to leave her home for the U.S., persevered
through her campus shutting down during the
pandemic, and has now become a shining alumna
of her college. Each is ready to take the next step:
using her education to better herself, her community,
her country, and the world.

SHE-CAN CLASS OF 2021 VIRTUAL COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM

“

What people see as
fearlessness is really
persistence.”

CEREMONY OVERVIEW
Opening Video / Graduates Throughout the Years
Welcome / Barbara Bylenga, Founder & Executive Director
Scholar Speeches / SHE-CAN Scholars and Their Mentors
Aidy Ung Lafayette College
Assumpta Gasana Bucknell University
Chelsea Hilda Gaju Beloit College
Diane Ingabire Spelman College
Eunice Umubyeyi Muhlenberg College
Guech Sok Beloit College
Irene Mugeni Gettysburg College
Love Soun University of Minnesota
Patience Agasaro Uwase Bucknell University
Portia Uwase Lewis & Clark College
Video / A Special Message From Our SHE-CAN Community
Tassel Turn / SHE-CAN Scholars
Closing Remarks / Barbara Bylenga, Founder & Executive Director
Dance Party Celebration / Closing
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AIDY UNG
LAFAYETTE COLLEGE
MAJOR Civil Engineering
HONORS SHE-CAN SuperNoma Scholar,

Magna Cum Laude, Dean’s List, Tau Beta Pi
member, Phi Beta Kappa member

MENTORS LeeAnn Bissell, Mary Jane Luck,

Beth Salveson, Julia Partridge, Anne Wilbur

MENTOR MESSAGE
Exceptional barely begins to describe
Aidy. It was clear from the moment we all
connected in 2016 and reinforced when we
met her at the airport before her freshman
year at Lafayette in 2017. Smart, gracious,
curious and driven, Aidy has become
a leader who pursues her goals with
confidence, joy and tenacity. In addition
to being accomplished academically, her
curiosity has led her to pursue a variety
of interests. Aidy is a star graduate
participating in the Honors Convocation,
deemed most outstanding student by the
Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering. Cambodia will soon benefit
from one of the most talented engineers
educated at Lafayette and Virginia Tech. At
the same time Aidy’s journey has included
pursuing her musical interests of drumming,

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

piano and choir, with pretty amazing (though
not surprising) results. Then there’s her pursuit
of swimming, skiing and golf, not to mention
learning to drive. Her knowledge and skill,
strength and tenacity will change the world—her
joy and inner confidence make it a delightful
journey. Cambodia get ready!

- Team Aidy

Unconditional love and support are the most invaluable gift I’ve received
because they gave me the courage to try new things. I am extremely grateful for my mentors, my
family, my professors, and friends who have enabled me to explore different opportunities, unleash
my potential, and help others do the same. - Aidy

CLASS OF 2021

ASSUMPTA
GASANA
BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY
MAJORS Civil Engineering /

French & Francophone Studies
MENTORS Amber Banks, Rachel Hardwick,
Michelle Behrend, Valerie Green

MENTOR MESSAGE
Assumpta,
It’s been such a gift to watch you grow
into the fierce, powerful woman you are
today! We admire your strength and your
commitment to making your dreams a
reality. You have worked so hard for this
and we’re all incredibly proud of you!
Sharing this journey has been a blessing
and we can’t wait to see where you go
from here.

With love,
Amber, Valerie, Michelle and Rachel

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

I want to thank my beautiful family, my wonderful mentors and their
families, my professors especially Professor Malusis, the Associate Dean of engineering, Dean Norton,
Jennifer and Bibiana in the office of international students and my SHE-CAN sisters especially the
ones that became family to me. THANK YOU! - Assumpta

CLASS OF 2021

CHELSEA
HILDA GAJU
BELOIT COLLEGE
MAJOR Environmental Studies:

Justice and Citizenship

HONORS Dean’s List, Weissberg

Human Rights Fellowship

MENTORS Jenny Collins, Terry Santamaria,

MENTOR MESSAGE

Amanda Arch

From day one, Chelsea’s strength,
intelligence, and passion for life were
inspiring and made her someone we
wanted to get to know. When we set
out on this journey five years ago,
none of us knew where we’d end up,
but somewhere along the way Chelsea
became not just a friend but a part of
our families. Chelsea, we are incredibly
proud of the effort you’ve put in, the
woman you are, and the potential we
know you’ll realize. Thank you for the
joy you bring to this world and our lives
and we can’t wait to see you again!
Congrats!

-Team Chelsea

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

I would like to thank my amazing mentors for their continued support.
Special thanks also to Betsy, Joshua, Kathy, and Shannon for helping Guech and I throughout our
time at Beloit. I would not be here without my mother & siblings’ love and encouragement, and I am
grateful for my SHE-CAN sisters & community. - Chelsea

CLASS OF 2021

DIANE
INGABIRE
SPELMAN COLLEGE
MAJOR Chemistry
HONORS Magna Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa,

American Institute of Chemist Award, American
Chemical Society certification, Department
Service Award

MENTORS Catherine Jaeger, Barbara Reiter,
Sharon Ogbor, Mary Jaeger, Paik Swan Low

MENTOR MESSAGE
Diane, You are a shining star, keep smiling
and remember to take every opportunity
sent your way. I am so proud of you and
getting to know you. -With Love, Barbara
It has been my pleasure to watch you
grow and shine over the last four years
and to share your friendship, tenacity, and
sisterhood with my daughter. Thank you
for being you. Congratulations on your
graduation! -Sharon Ogbor

SCHOLARSHIP SPONSOR Kaye Foster
“When you feel in your gut what you are and
then dynamically pursue it - don’t back down and
don’t give up - then you’re going to mystify a lot
of folks.” - said by Bob Dylan, from Mary Jaeger,
Catherine Jaeger, and Paik Swan Low

Dear Diane, I am so honored to have
shared this chapter of your life’s journey
with you. Your tenacity, resilience and
commitment to excellence has been an
inspiration for me and so many others.
Prayers and blessings. -Kaye Foster

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

I would like to thank my mentors, Ms. Kaye Foster, and my family &

friends in Rwanda for everything they’ve done throughout the years. I would also like to thank Anne
Marie, Dr. Gaines, Dr. Mancia, Dr. Hibbard, UHSA, and my AUC friends for their support. - Diane

CLASS OF 2021

EUNICE
UMUBYEYI
MUHLENBERG COLLEGE
MAJOR Computer Science
MINOR Statistics and Francophone Studies
MENTORS Marci Rinkoff, Joyce Tom, Katherine
Bates, Jessica Morog

MENTOR MESSAGE
What can I say about Eunice and how
she has grown over these past 4 years?
I remember the resilience and courage
she showed traveling halfway around
the world to a country just beginning to
grasp the impact of electing a reality show
personality as President. Fast forward
to the resourceful and powerful woman
today who is poised to enter the tech
world to make her mark armed with a
degree in computer science, I still see the
curious and exuberant person who was
giddy when she saw the Prince mural in
the Mission District. I wish her everything
I wish for my own children. I urge her
to think big and I wish her confidence
when she doubts. I wish her every bit of
happiness she deserves.

-Mentor Joyce Tom on behalf of Team Eunice

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

I would like to thank Team Eunice for choosing me to be on their
team, for being there for me and believing in me throughout the past five years. Thank you to
Moriyah and Shalomah Webster for welcoming me into their family. Thank you to Muhlenberg
college for the scholarship and education. - Eunice

CLASS OF 2021

GUECH SOK
BELOIT COLLEGE
MAJOR Environmental Biology
HONORS Dean’s List, Magna Cum Laude,

J.N. “Ding” Darling Award recipient

MENTORS Mylene Caplan, Tammy Tompkins,
Terri Lyders, Debra Grassgreen, Angela
Chien, Evette Khaew

MENTOR MESSAGE
Guech has blown us away from the first time
we met. She is so many things in a single
person: intelligent, mature, focused, organized,
ambitious, and also sweet, loving, adventurous,
curious, and full of dreams. She finds and seizes
opportunities to go new places and try new
things, finding two study abroad programs
during her years at Beloit (which was already
studying abroad), and is not easily shaken
(even when COVID and visas made it difficult
to get back to Cambodia from New Zealand).
She tackles hard science and costume design
classes with equal interest, and blew her
original goal of keeping a B average out of the
water every single semester. We do not know
what forks in the road will come up for Guech
in the future, but we know that she will find
adventure and success along whatever path
she chooses.

-Mentor Angela Chien on behalf of
Team Guech

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

I would like to express my deepest
gratitude to my six mentors for helping me grow intellectually. They
have been my number one support system. I have made it thanks to
their love and support. Thank you SHE-CAN and Beloit College for
this life-changing experience! - Guech

CLASS OF 2021

IRENE AIMEE
MUGENI
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE
MAJOR Economics

/

MINOR Business

HONORS Dean’s List

MENTOR MESSAGE
It has been one of my greatest joys in life
to be one a mentor for Irene. Her courage
and resilience have been an inspiration
to all of us on her team.
-Donna Fleetwood, Lead Mentor

MENTORS Donna Fleetwood, Alice BedardVoorhees, Sarah Noorbaksh, Melanie Fox,
Katherine Parr McFarland
Irene is a fine example of grit and determination.
I am so proud of her for setting goals and finding
a way to push through challenges and obstacles
when they came up over the past 4 years. I am
grateful that I was able to be a part of Team
Irene! -Melanie Fox

 he dared greatly and inspired us all.
S
-Sarah Noorbaksh
It has been so inspiring to know Irene
and watch her create her future through
hard work and courage.
-Alice Bedard-Voorhees
I rene’s journey has been a long,
hard, bumpy road of difficult cultural
transitions, of unraveling new customs,
traditions, and language while learning
her discipline at Gettysburg College.
Irene has achieved so much and gained
so much wisdom. I am proud of
the leader she has become.
-Katherine Parr McFarland, Ph.D.

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

Graduation reminds me of everyone who has touched my life, the
SHE-CAN Staff, my amazing mentors, my academic advisor, and my professors. Please accept my
heartfelt thanks for the best gift you could ever have given me: a wonderful education. I am who
I am today because of your effort, guidance, and support. - Irene

CLASS OF 2021

LOVE SOUN
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
MAJOR Strategic Communication, Fine Art
MENTOR Amal Dimian

MENTOR MESSAGE
Over the four years I’ve seen Love display
many character traits that show why she
is a SHE-CAN Scholar.
Love ..... Courageous to come to a new
country.
Love ..... Determined to get her four-year
degree
Love ..... Strong-willed in convictions
Love ..... Believes strongly in Female
Leadership
Congratulations Love on your degree!
Keep your head high, you are a First
Generation Graduate!
Wishing Love, Happiness, and all the best
in your future endeavors!
-Amal

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

I’m very grateful to SHE-CAN for creating a space for me to connect
with my mentors and other scholars. I’m now graduating with two majors from an amazing university,
all thanks to the endless support and encouragement from my former mentors, my current mentor,
Amal Dimian and the SHE-CAN team. - Love

CLASS OF 2021

PATIENCE
AGASARO
UWASE
BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY
MAJOR French and Women & Gender Studies
MINOR Economics
HONORS Dean’s List

MENTOR MESSAGES
Patience is a phenomenal human who radiates
positivity, kindness, and graceful strength. From
the moment we first met I could feel her passion,
curiosity, and unwavering genuine compassion for
others. It has been such an honor to share in her
growth and to watch her flourish. Patience is part
of our family and I am so grateful for her lifelong
friendship. -Neary Ting
Patience has a certain sparkle in her eye that
hints at her fearlessness and sense of humor
underneath a sometimes quiet exterior. The world
needs more women like Patience in leadership
- smart, kind, genuine, not afraid to speak her
truth and follow her own path, with deep inner
strength, aspiring to a better world for women
and girls, and a courageous adventurer.
- Miranda Holmes
Over the course of the last four years, I’ve
witnessed a shy, somewhat timid student
transform into a confident, assertive,
and capable woman. - Robert Fanini

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

MENTORS Miranda Holmes, Pam Royer,

Christine Raimond, Diane Kohler, Neary Ting
It has been an honor to play a small
part in Patience’s journey! She is a
natural born leader who is self
motivated, gracious and lights up
any room with her infectious
positivity! -Christine Raimond
Patience, you are the confident, selfassured young woman that I always
knew you were. Thank you for allowing me,
us, to be part of your amazing life’s journey.
Wishing you much success and happiness
in the next chapter. Big hug! -Diane Kohler
My fondest memory of Patience was her
intuitive insightfulness as she gave me a gift
of a beautiful journal and told me that one
day she would be pleased to have had
a part in writing my story. I will be
forever grateful and forever proud
to have shared a small portion of
her journey! -Pam Royer

I want to say thank you to my family for encouraging me all my life,
my mentors who have been the best support system and role models for me, my SHE-CAN sisters
who have become like family and Bucknell for giving me an experience and relationships of a
lifetime. -Patience

CLASS OF 2021

PORTIA
UWASE
LEWIS & CLARK COLLEGE
MAJOR

Economics

HONORS

MENTOR MESSAGE

Dean’s List

MENTORS Jen Lewis, Caroline Donahue,
Beatrice (Beezie) Handy, Nicole Lytle Holly
Constant, Terry Dwyer Hurley

It has been amazing to see the vibrant
young woman with the infectious laugh
grow and mature over these past 4 years.
Her academic perseverance has been
inspiring. Her sense of adventure has
given her so many memorable experiences
- including studying in Senegal! Portia has
exhibited grace and independence - even
during a pandemic. We are so proud of
her and confident that she will conquer
this next chapter with the same grace,
determination and joy of life that has
made her 4 years in the U.S. at Lewis &
Clark such a success.
Much love - Miss Jen, Miss Caroline, Miss
Holly, Miss Nicole, Miss Terry, Miss Beezie

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

I would like to thank my mother for her support and my mentors
who loved me and welcomed me into their lives. I would like to thank SHE-CAN and their
donors for believing in girls and supporting their education. Lastly, I would like to thank the
LC community and my SHE-CAN sisters. - Portia

100 TIBURON BLVD, SUITE 210,
MILL VALLEY, CA 94941
INFO@SHECAN.GLOBAL
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