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-President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, former president of Liberia,
Nobel Laureate, and 2021 SHE-DOES Honoree

The SHE-CAN community is proud to celebrate our
2022 graduates and their accomplishments. These
nine women have been fearless in their pursuit of their
dreams: each one chose to leave her home for the U.S.,
persevered through her campus shutting down during
the pandemic, and has now become a shining alumna
of her college. Each is ready to take the next step:
using her education to better herself, her community,
her country, and the world.
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“

If your dreams do
not scare you, they
are not big enough.”

CEREMONY OVERVIEW
Opening Video / Graduates Throughout the Years
Welcome / Barbara Bylenga, Founder & Executive Director
Scholar Speeches / SHE-CAN Scholars and Their Mentors
Chamnan Suon, Beloit College
Christiane Umutoni, Beloit College
Nathsuda Bunkhammoon, Northwestern University
Noella Ingabire, Wellesley College
Ornella Urutesi Rwanziza, Muhlenberg College
Sinet Kroch, Bucknell University
Songmouy An, Lafayette College
Sopharoth Ith, University of Portland
Srey Nich Vunn, Gettysburg College
Congratulations Video / Special Messages from Our SHE-CAN Community
Tassel Turn / SHE-CAN Scholars
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Chamnan is one of the strongest
women I know. She always has
overcome so many things in her
life and I know she will do many
great things in the future.
-Megan Dorsey Scott

CHAMNAN SUON
BELOIT COLLEGE
MAJOR Quantitative Economics
FINAL GPA 3.75
HONORS

Dean’s List, Palmer

Environmental Economics Prize
MENTORS Megan Dorsey Scott, Wendy
Caldwell, Amanda Countryman, Julia
Partridge, Stephanie Bauer Olmo,
Gabrielle Katsnelson

Congratulations Chamnan!!! All of your hard work
and dedication has paid off and I’m so proud of you.
You’re an amazing person and it’s been a pleasure
mentoring you these past 5 years. -Wendy Caldwell
I am honored to have been a part of this journey with
you, congratulations on your huge accomplishment! As
you move on to the next season of your life, I encourage
you to take with you a learning mindset. “The beautiful
thing about learning is that no one can take it away from
you.“ - B.B. King -Amanda Countryman
It has been an amazing gift to know Chamnan, who I
think exemplifies the spirit and mission of SHE-CAN:
the courage to leave home to further her education,
the drive to overcome all the challenges in her path, the
grace to be a loyal and delightful friend and the desire
and ability to make the world a better place for all.
-Julia Partridge
Chamnan is an inspiring young woman who
embodies strength and the power of a positive
mindset. She is wise far beyond her years, and I
look forward to witnessing her greatness in action.
Chamnan is sure to do big things for herself, her
country, and the world. -Stephanie Bauer Olmo
Chamnan inspires me because her drive for
success is completely selfless, she genuinely wants
to succeed to lift those around her, her family, her
community, her people~it melts my heart to see such
care for others -Gabrielle Katsnelson

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

I am extremely grateful for my mentors, family, professors
and friends for their emotional and intellectual support. My deepest gratitude to Julia,
Megan, Nancy and David for their unconditional love and encouragement. Thank you
SHE-CAN and Beloit College for this life changing experience. I would not be who I am today
without everyone’s support. THANK YOU!
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Christiane is a visionary. She has chosen a path
forward of trailblazing that is only her beginning.
She has shown us what it means to be open, diligent,
resourceful, and graceful over the past four years. It
has been such a gift to get to know her. -Annie Kaiser

CHRISTIANE UMUTONI
BELOIT COLLEGE
MAJOR Computer Science
MINOR Cognitive Science
FINAL GPA 3.6
HONORS Dean’s List
MENTORS Annie Kaiser, Heather

Stewart-Bhardwaj, Kendall Moore,

Christiane is a quietly humble, diligent, and kind
human being with a sparkling mind. These traits have
empowered her to climb to this life achievement and
while I’ve been lucky to help her with small efforts, all
her success is from her ability to apply her significant
intellect and work ethic to the problems before her. I
look forward to watching her grow in her career and
life. Congratulations! -Heather Stewart-Bhardwaj
Christiane- It has been a pleasure getting to know
you these past years. You are such an inspiration and
self-starter. I know you are going to be successful at
whatever you put your mind to. Congratulations on
this milestone! -Lauren Johnson

Lindsey Kaiser, Kelley Oreglia,
Lauren Johnson

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

SHE-CAN has given me tremendous support throughout this
journey, from writing the ACTs to applying and joining Beloit College. Thank you SHE-CAN for
seeing the potential in me and helping me nurture the woman I am today, and the one I am
becoming. I am grateful for the organization, and everyone in it. I can’t wait to support other
women like you supported me!
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NATHSUDA
BUNKHAMMOON
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
MAJOR

Biological Sciences & Global
Health Studies
FINAL GPA 3.6
HONORS Dean’s List

When we first met Suda 5 years
ago, she had a dream of becoming a
doctor. And now, Suda is graduating
from Northwestern University with a
double major in Biology and Global
Health. She is one step closer to
fulfilling her dream, and has the intention to pursue
medical school in the next few years. There are many
words to describe Suda...resourceful, determined,
and tender-hearted are just three that come to
mind. Suda is a fast learner, both in and out of the
classroom—she has made the Dean’s List on several
occasions, and uses Google and books to learn more
about nature or really any question she may have.
And through it all, you can find Suda singing along
to her favorite tunes. Congratulations Suda on your
graduation! -Team Suda

Elaine Chien, Deepa
Mallik, Trina Mallik, Bernard Kim,
Roxann Filaseta

MENTORS

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

I am grateful to my family and mentors for their continuous
love and support. I would like to thank my Northwestern community for being my second
home throughout these four years. Most importantly, I would like to thank my SHE-CAN
sisters for inspiring me always.
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Noella,
From the day you descended the SFO
escalator, you’ve lit up our lives with joy!

NOELLA INGABIRE
WELLESLEY COLLEGE
MAJOR Economics and East Asian
Languages & Cultures: Korean Track
FINAL GPA 3.65
HONORS cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa
MENTORS Melanie Dulbecco, Vina
Verman, Stacy Cooper Dent, Catriona
Wiley, Cindy Eckart, Lisa Lucheta

It’s been an honor of a lifetime to gather around you,
Noella, in this small step of your exceptional journey.
You have a brilliant mind, a kind heart, an inquisitive
nature, a softness and fierceness all rolled into one.
You are an amazing woman and have become a
member of our families.
We’ve loved…
• playing endless games, solving puzzles, and
delighting in bountiful meals
• celebrating holidays and birthdays with fun and
laughter (we will miss your cheerful humming)
• seeing you dive in to try new things like ride a bike,
drive a car, eat wildly new foods, enter speech
competitions in Korean, and even start a family
business at home in Kigali while studying abroad in
Korea
• listening to your wonderful questions and seeing
your curiosity develop into a worldliness
As you continue to launch into the world, we’re
excited to see what is next. And next. And next!
-Team Noella

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

I would like to thank my six incredible mentors (Melanie,
Lisa, Cindy, Vina, Stacy, and Catriona) for encouraging me when things seemed impossible,
guiding me when I was lost, and strengthening my confidence when I forgot to believe in
myself. I am so lucky to have you in my life. And to all my SHE-CAN sisters and Wellesley
friends, thank you for always bringing out the best in me.
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ORNELLA URUTESI
RWANZIZA
MUHLENBERG COLLEGE
MAJOR Economics
MENTORS Jodi Cohn, Eve Gelb, Daisy

Ornella is a vivacious, independent young woman
who is loved by all her mentors and has created
a relationship with each of us that we cherish.
Our mentor team is so proud of Ornella and her
accomplishments! She came here from far away,
flying for the first time and knowing only a few
people. At Muhlenberg she made friends, studied
hard for her classes, braved the cold weather and
survived all the dislocations of Covid. She joined
the International Students Group and outdid
herself with her recent organizing of Remembering
Rwanda! Ornella has given our team so much in our
time with her. We know she will continue to do well
and continue to make us proud! -Team Ornella

Lalwani, Vida Tuch, Kauser Akhoon

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

I want to thank my mentors for not just seeing me as a
mentee, but for bringing me into their family. I made it through college because of you
and your support, guidance, and love. I also want to send my blessings to my SHE-CAN
sisters! It’s been a journey together and I know we have each other’s backs.
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It has been an honor to share this experience
with you. Your kindness, strength and determination will
continue to open doors for you. Now, you get to open doors
for others. The best is yet to come! -Adriana O’Kain

SINET KROCH
BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY
MAJOR Environmental Studies and
Women & Gender Studies
FINAL GPA 3.78
HONORS Dean’s List
MENTORS Adriana O’Kain, Sarah Steger,
Gillian Printon, Louisa Dunwiddie, Julie
Powers, Alex Arnett, Tess Hubbeling,
Cindy Gentry

Sinet, watching you grow into the woman you are today has
been a true gift. I have learned so much from your passion
and strength in all that you have tackled throughout the
years. Your light shines so bright for all of those around you,
and it has been a privilege to watch that light create such
great impact. -Sarah Steger
I have learned the meaning of reverse mentoring through
mentoring Sinet! While it has been a joy to see your amazing
development and contribution since those early days at SFO
and settling in at Bucknell….I have also learned so much from
you about courage and determination and pursuing your
dreams! I can’t wait to see what is next! -Gillian Printon
Sinet - we are so proud of everything you have accomplished
over the last four years! I’ve been so inspired by how
hard you have worked, how much you’ve learned, and the
experiences you’ve created for yourself! -Louisa Dunwiddie
Sinet - it has been such a joy watching you blossom as
a woman in the US, from your first days at Bucknell to
spending time with you and Brennan in Cambridge. I feel
so lucky to know you and have learned so much from you resilience, grace and patience during challenging times, and
courage. You inspire us all! -Julie Powers
Congratulations… all the hard work has paid off! You can do
anything and I cannot wait to see what comes next for you!
-Alex Arnett
Sinet arrived four years ago with tenacity and perseverance
to succeed. She graduates with a powerful self assurance, a
commitment to make a difference and a desire to change the
world. -Cindy Gentry
It has been an enormous honor watching you grow and
shine. You have a million qualities that will take you far, but
one of the most amazing is how powerful and
determined you are. You know your way and
are unafraid to forge your own path, and I
can’t wait to see where that determination
and drive takes you. It has been such a joy
to be your mentor and friend for the past
few years, and I’m looking forward to that
continuing in your post college life!
-Tess Hubbeling

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

College graduation is a big milestone in my life. It is an
accomplishment that wasn’t mine alone. This success was possible because of SHE-CAN and
their staff, my supportive mentors, beloved family and friends, understanding professors, and
generous scholarship from Bucknell University. Their love and support made my four years in
the United States less alone but more fun and rich in experience.
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It has been such a joy to be a part of your journey
over the last five years. Your passion, energy, and
dedication to making the world a better place inspire
me and so many others. I’m so lucky to have you in my
life and I can’t wait to see what you do next! -Heather
Ceylan

SONGMOUY “MOUY” AN
LAFAYETTE COLLEGE
MAJOR International Affairs &

Economics
FINAL GPA 3.85
HONORS Dean’s List, Departmental
Honors, Robert F. Hunsicker
Educational Prize
MENTORS Heather Ceylan, Jessica
Oliveros, Jackie Mills, Liza Fornaciari,
Sophie Chor

Mouy, you are a force of nature. You have too many
amazing qualities to list, but a few of my favorites are your
bravery, resilience, compassion and sense of justice. You’re
funny as hell too! I love and admire you, and I’ll always
have your back. Here’s to leaving your mark on the world.
-Jessica Oliveros
Mouy! Congratulations on what will be the first of many,
many amazing accomplishments for you! I am constantly
in awe of your ability to succeed
(and thrive!) in adversity, your
constant intellectual curiosity, and
your unwavering commitment to
making the world a better place.
You inspire everyone around you to
do better and be better--we are so
proud of you and thankful to have
you in our lives! -Jackie Mills
Mouy, you are always the bright light
at the end of the day with your
determination, positive attitude, and infectious smile. You
take challenges head on and don’t let anything stand in
your way. I am happy to have been your mentor over the
last five years and so proud of all of your accomplishments.
I know you will do great no matter which path you choose.
-Liza Fornaciari
Mouy - You have grown so much from the first day
we met you until now. I admire your intelligence
which got you a full ride scholarship to study in the
US. I admire your bravery for packing your bags to
come here knowing very well that you’ll be living
thousands of miles away from your family. I admire
your resilience for having to not only go through
tough schooling but tough schooling during a
pandemic. Lastly, I admire you for finally arriving at
the finish line for this chapter of your life. We can’t
wait to cheer you on as you continue to do amazing things
for this world! Cheers! -Sophie Chor

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

I would love to thank SHE-CAN for making all of this
possible. To my mentors: Heather, Jess, Jackie, Sophie, and Liza, I love all of you. Thank you
so much for making me feel like I have a home and a family while I was in the US. To all SHECAN staff, I really appreciate all of you so much, especially Madison and Grace who have
been part of my journey since the very beginning.
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The one word that describes Sopharoth best is
tenacious because she works so incredibly hard to
achieve her goals. -Christine Mattsson

SOPHAROTH “ROSIE” ITH
UNIVERSITY OF PORTLAND
MAJOR Economics
MINOR Political Science
FINAL GPA 3.95
HONORS
SHE-CAN SuperNoma Award Recipient,
Dean’s List, Pamplin Award for
Excellence in Economics, 2022 Br.
Fulgence Dougherty C.S.C. Award,
Alpha Lambda Delta
MENTORS Christine Mattsson, Shannon
Faucette, Karen Meadows, Claudia Hinz,
Beverley Talbott

She is obviously very smart but
she is also engaging, thorough and
brave. It’s been a real joy to see her
grow these last 4 years.
-Shannon Faucette
Sopharoth - You have demonstrated
the capability, fortitude, tenacity
and passion needed for success - I
have no doubt you will accomplish
whatever you set your mind to. Look out world!
-Karen Meadows
Sopharoth, you have become a cherished member
of the Hinz family and we love you. From the
beginning, you have taught me so much, modeling
discipline, stamina and, perhaps most importantly,
kindness. We are so proud of you. We celebrate your
accomplishments and look forward to cheering you
on as you continue your work at Stanford. Brava!!
-Claudia Hinz
Rosie, your indomitable spirit,
perseverance, and commitment
to service are an inspiration to
your mentors and peers; we are
all so proud of you!
-Beverley Talbott

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

I would like to thank the SHE-CAN community, my
mentors, and my family for believing in me and helping me find my passion and power
to become a leader. Special thanks to my mentors for welcoming me into their families
and for all the love they have given me. They all are the true definition of superwomen
who have inspired me in every way and every single day. Thank you!
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SREY NICH VUNN
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE
MAJOR International Affairs &

Economics

FINAL GPA 3.65
HONORS
Senior Scholarship Prize, Silent Leader
Award, Sigma Iota Rho member,
Omicron Delta Epsilon member, J
Andrew Marshall Memorial Award
MENTORS Laura & Justin Launer,
Katherine Krantz, Anne Putnam,
Grace Danciu

SCHOLAR THANK YOU

Nich has come such a long way from the quiet girl
we picked up at the airport 4 years ago. She is now
a confident, smart, funny young woman! We are so
proud of her, and all that she has accomplished. We
are in awe of how brave, dedicated and driven she is. It is
amazing how much she has grown as a person. We feel
so lucky to have met her! As you can see from the photos,
Nich has become part of our family. Our girls love spending
time with her and are so excited when she comes to visit!
-Laura & Justin Launer
Our Srey Nich gracefully entered our lives in the summer of
2018 when she arrived in Gettysburg. After a Thanksgiving
holiday, she was formally woven into our extended blended
family forever. Over the course of her collegiate career,
we were blessed to welcome Nich home to “distance”
and study remotely. As she concluded her academics at
Gettysburg, we are so proud of her Magna Cum Laude
accomplishment as well as community service and
leadership awards so deservedly given.
-Anne & Eric Putnam
Nich has been an inspiration
from the moment I first met her.
It’s been amazing to witness
her personal growth over the
past four years. She’s kind,
generous, conscientious, and
fun! She’s going to have an
amazing life and I’m honored
to know her. I’m so happy
for Nich for reaching this
milestone, and can’t wait to
see what she’s going to do
next!
-Grace Danciu

I wanted to say thank you to everyone at SHE-CAN for supporting me
throughout my undergraduate experience at Gettysburg. Being the first in my family to graduate from college is
a dream come true. Being a SHE-CAN scholar is an honor. I am eternally grateful to be part of a group of the most
compassionate, smart, and driven women. Thank you for introducing me to my mentors Justin, Laura, Katherine,
Anne, and Grace who are my biggest inspirations. The past years have not been easy but having the support
and the guidance from Grace, Madison, and SHE-CAN staff has been incredibly helpful. I am excited for my next
adventure and I can’t wait to share it with you all.

CONGRATULATIONS
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